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The story of Mursal Ayarr,
one of the protesting
women who was
imprisoned by the
Taliban for participating
in street demonstrations.

Exactly one year after
she was imprisoned by
the Taliban (February 2,
2022), she gives details
of how she was arrested
and imprisoned.

Mursal Ayar:

After the fall of Kabul, |
worked in CNN media, |
had three foreign
colleagues and two
domestic colleagues.
Three people worked in
the media reporting
department and one of
my colleagues who was
Afghan lived in London.

He was a translator and
worked inthe
documentation
department, and another
colleague of mine was
working in a production
called Jawed.

We were all together in
setting the programs and
worked together. On

February 2,2022, at5:25
in the evening, | had
finished my prayer when
my phone rang. When |
picked up the phone, my
colleague Jawed was on
the line. Jawed asked
me, "Mursal, where are
you?" | want to see you
right now."
| told him that | am at
home, but now it is too
late, come tomorrow if
possible.

He repeated and said,
"No, I'm on my way right
now. I'll take a taxi to your
house.
| said come because of
the trustl had in Jawed.
| told the family that
Javed is coming, as
usual for hospitality, |
said to my mother:
"Please go prepare tea
and | will turn on the
heater in the living
room."

The salon was cold. |
told my brother to go get
a cake, we will prepare
tea for him. My mother
went to the kitchen, |
turned on the heater in
the living room, and my

Women in Taliban Detention Centers;
"1 used to walk with an irritated body
back pain and immobile legs so as not to become paralyzed”

brother went to the shop
togetacake.
At the same time, my
sister Hadia repeatedly
told me: "Mursal, the
Taliban is coming, the
Taliban is coming." |
asked why the Taliban
should come, he is my
colleague, she said: "I
don't know, but my heart
says something bad will
happentoyou."
| repeated to her that the
devil tempts you. She
said, "l don't know, but |
don't feel good". Then 15
minutes later, there was
a knock at the gate of our
house.
| said to my brother, go
open the gate, Javed
came.
Amoment later, he came
back and said that
Jawed came in a very
nice car, God bless him. |
said of courseiitis his car.
Jawed entered the gate
of the house a little while
| was standing at the
gate of the hall. |told him
to come home, he said,
"No, | have slippers on
my feet. Come outside, |
have work for you."
After a lot of insistence,
Jawed came inside the
house. Then another
person entered the
house with him. He said
is the driver allowed to
come?

| said there is no
problemto come.
| was unaware of the
matter, | did not know
what was happening to
me. | came into the hall
and stood up. Our hall
door had a curtain.
Suddenly there was a
cracking sound behind
the hall door.
The curtain of the hall
was raised, five armed
men said in a very loud
and terrible voice, “Don't
move."

One of them said which
one is Mursal, and Javed
pointed to me and said,
"This is Mursal."

My condition had
worsened to such an
extent that | was
shocked that | could
neither cry nor speak.

| just saw that the hall of
the house was full of
Taliban and they were
pointing their weapons at
the heads of my brother
and father.

They told me: "Give me
your mobile phone."

| gave my brother's
mobile phone and they
said, "Let's go ahead."
They took a cloth and put
it on my head so that |
could not see walking.
My world was dark. |
was silent and | only
heard my mother crying
in the hall behind me and
my father was just
shocked and begged for
the last time not to take
my daughter.

We left the house and sat
in a white car with
handcuffed hands. They
took me to the 40 or 90
depatment of
intelligence, we covered
a path that would
normally take 35 minutes
in five minutes. Four
ranger vehicles of Badri
Taliban units
accompanied me, two in
frontand two behind me.
We reached a place and
they took me into a room.
They also brought and
gave a green scarf. A
few moments later, ten
people entered the room
for interrogation. The
interrogation began

around eight in the
evening. Finally, they
took me to a rotten room,
where | went several
times to investigate.
Around 12:00 PM, the
investigation was over. |
came in a cold, dirty and
dark room that was full of
fear.

| had nothing, | leaned
against a wall. At that
moment, | was not
thinking about myself, |
was thinking more about
my family, what are they
doing? What is their
status? Aretheyfine?

| leaned on the cold wall
from night to morning.
Around four in the
morning, the Mullah

gave the call to prayer
and the Taliban guards
made noise. It was for
praying and they were
waking everyone up.
They reached the room
next to me and | heard a
girl's voice. But | didn't
know who she was. | was
awake until morning and
it was snowing. My
condition was so bad
that it was beyond
imagination. It was
around eight o'clock
when some Taliban
came and told me that
you should go to the
investigation, and this
investigation went on for
several days with

psychological torture.
Eight days have passed
since this investigation
was repeated, and my
condition inside that
prison was getting worse
and worse day by day.
On the 8th day, around
six o'clock in the
evening, | felt very bad
and fell to the ground. At
seven o'clock in the
evening, the Taliban
entered with a girl who
was wearing a very big
veil. |was very scared.
Where did this girl come
from and who is she?
The Taliban said this is
Shafiga and this is one of
the imprisoned girls.
Shafiga told me, Mursal,
are you okay? | was
crying, | said no, I'm not
well. My body was hot
and painful.

Shafiga Paryani was a
kind and compassionate
girl. She came and sat
next to me and said don't
cry. Look how you are,
now we are in this
situation. | told her | can't
stop it. My whole body
hurts. My hands are not
even touchable. | told her
about the events that
had happened. She said,
I heard the
conversations they were
saying about us.

| said it's okay, don't look
back.

The night passed and it
was day. Shafiga went to
another room but came
back the next night. | was
feeling bad. The next
night, her sister Karima
Paryani came and | was
still sick, my back, my
legs did not move at all.
Karima would hold my
hands and | would walk
with her help in the
prison room so that |
wouldn't be paralyzed.
On the tenth day at five
o'clock in the evening,
the head of the same
prison, whose face was
completely hidden,
came with ten other
people. Karima was
dragged from the room. |
was told: "There is one
thing that you should
know, but don't tell

anyone that the matter
will be ruined again, not
tomorrow, but the day
after tomorrow, you will
be released."

| was very happy and
said, will we all be free?
They said none of your
business

That night was so terrible
that | felt sick in the
morning. Karima walked
around the room and
said, | hope one day | will
be released from here.
She spoke very
innocently. She said that
we will be freed. | said
yes, we will be freed. She
said | have many
dreams. | was saying
that you will definitely
succeed.

That night, Karima and |
talked until the morning,
but the next night came.
That night, no matter
how many minutes |
counted, time did not
pass, finally it was
morning, and then | was
counting the minutes
until evening.

Finally, they came and
closed my eyes with a
black cloth and took me
out of the room. Outside
the prison, another girl
and | were supposed to
be released together.
They drove us around
the whole city so we
didn't know where we
were. We arrived in front
of Mahmoud Khan
Bridge in Kabul. They
handed me over to my
father and left.

Although | was with my
family, | was very scared.
| was afraid that they
would come again and
get me. At night,
everyone was home.
We were getting a lot of
calls, a lot of messages.
But | couldn't speak
anymore. | could not say
anything. | was not good.
| was living in a world of
fear.

I will never forget this
February 2nd. Maybe
this incident will remain
in my mind for years and
I will always tell myself
those hard and difficult
days.
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