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Weekly News

Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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Radio Rabia Balkhi

BALKH, March 28
(Afghan Women's
News Agency) - Radio
Rabia Balkhi, in
cooperation with
UNAMA and the
Committee for the
Immunity of Afghan
Journalists, started its
broadcasting activity
again in the city of
Mazar-e-Sharif, Balkh
province.

This is awomen's radio
station based in Balkh,
which was destroyed in

a fire on January 14,
2022.

Officials of this radio
say that with the
resumption of this
radio, employment has
been provided for a
number of Afghan
women.

After the Taliban took
control of Afghanistan,
restrictions were
placed on media
activity and many
media stopped working
and hundreds of

journalists lost their
jobs.
Meanwhile, most of the

women journalists
stayed at home and the
few women who work
in the private media
have been severely
restricted. The Taliban
restricted the presence
of women in the media
through repeated
orders, including
wearing masks for
announcers, men not
being invited to
programs hosted by

women.
According to the

surveys of the National
Union of Afghan
Journalists, there are
currently no women
journalists in 14
provinces of this
country.

The Unprecedented Decline
of Female Journalists in Afghanistan;

There Are No Female Journalists in 14 Provinces

According to the
Independent
Journalists' Union of
Afghanistan, based
on the research
findings of this
organization, after
the Taliban took over,
17% of female media
workers have

become unemploye

in Afghanistan.

The findings of this
institution show that
from the total of 2833
women employees
who worked during
the republican
regime, it has now
fallento 459.

LR ] * &

T
The imposition of
restrictions, the
economic problems
of the media, and the
leaving of journalists
are among the most
important reasons
forthe unemploymet
of women in the
media.

The officials of the
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in Balkh say
that a special business
center for women called
"Noor Market" has been
inaugurated in Balkh
province. This market has
more than 250 stores and
provides work for at least

200 women.
Sima Hashemi a member

of the Women's Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry in Balkh, told the
media that this business
center operates in the
fields of women's
handicrafts, processing of
agricultural and livestock
products, carpet weaving,
sales of precious stones,
towels and shoes. She
says: "Due to economic
problems, people wander
from morning to night

A Business Center for Women
Inaugurated in Balkh Province

looking for a bite of dry
bread, so we have less
hope that this center can
grow well in the future.
However, we are trying to

change the situation"
Women entrepreneurs in

Balkh, however,
emphasize the marketing
of their products by the

government.
However, not long ago,

the religious police of the
Taliban in Balkh had
prevented the business
activities of women. And
they had imposed
restrictions for the
continuation of women's
business activities in
Balkh. Sofar, itis not clear

under what conditions
women can work in this

business center.
Referring to the

restrictions imposed on
women by the Taliban
group, a number of
female civil activists say
that the opening of
commercial centers for
women is a show and
deceiving the
international community

to recognize this group.
Asthma Samiei

(pseudonym), one of the
women entrepreneurs in
Balkh Province, told the
Afghan Women's News
Agency: "With the
restrictions imposed on
women by the Taliban, no
woman can do business,
and if they go to the
market, they will not make
any profit."
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