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Taliban releases three local journalists after three weeks of captivity

The Afghanistan
Journalists Center
(AFJC) reported on
Thursday that the
Taliban had released
three journalists after
three weeksof captivity.
In a Persian statement,
the AFJC stated that
the journalists, Haseeb
Hassas of Radio Salam
Watandar, Attaullah
Omar of TOLOnews,
and Mahbobullah
Hakimi, a freelance
reporter, were released
on Thursday.

The AFJC said that a

total of five journalists
had been released
from Taliban custody
on Thursday. Earlier,
the AFJC reported that
Faqir Mohammad
Fagirzai and Janagha
Saleh, journalists of
Kilid Radio Station in

Nangarhar, had also
beenreleased.

According to the AFJC,
the journalists were
released after
providing guarantees
and complying with the
Taliban’s order not to
work with “banned
media outlets.”

The AFJC has stated
that the Taliban has
unofficially banned
cooperation with some
newly established
media outlets operating

outside Afghanistan.
The Taliban have not
yet commented on the
number of journalists
released or the
conditions of their
release.

However, the AFJC has
urged the immediate
and unconditional
release of at least five

other journalists and
media workers who are
alsoin Taliban prison.
The Taliban has
conducted continuous
campaign crackdowns
on media outlets and
journalists since
returning to power in
August2021.AFJC has
documented at least
319 cases of violence
against journalists and
media, including 160
arrests.

Afghanista born French
journalist Mortaza
Behboudi has been in
Taliban detention since
January 7, 2023.
Despite international
calls, the group has
refused to provide
details about his
whereabouts or
indicate whether he will
be freed.

Recently dozens of girls
started working in
engraving workshops,
where they produce
decorative accessories by
carving on wood, stone and
metal.

“The engraving arts has
brought value to my life, it
makes me busy and saves
me from being at home and
doing nothing, now | have a
job and income,” said
Raihana Mohammadi, an
engraver.

‘I have an interest in this
art, and | learn it so | can
make money,” said
Madina.

These girls said that after a
long time being at home
and doing nothing, they are
happy to have found this

art.

‘Il am so glad to have this
job so I can serve my
country and my family and
also have income,” said
Maryam Ahmadi, graver.
Some of these girls are
breadwinners for their
families and sell their
handmade products in
markets to make money for
their families.

“They can produce and sell
this and pay for their
families' expenses,” said
Jalil Ahmad Arbab Zada,
coordinator of carving
workshops.

Engraving is one of the
ancient arts in Herat
province that has roots
back to the Timurid period
more than 600 years ago.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

