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Weekly News

Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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Complaints of Female Painters About

the Taliban's Ban on Face Painting in the Art of Painting

A number of female
painters say that due
to the restrictions
imposed by the
Taliban on their work,
they cannot paint
faces, they are only
allowed to paint
natural landscapes.
However, face
painting has been
the source of income
for some of these
girls, and now they
do it secretly and with
fearin theirhomes.

Asma Mohammadi is
one of the girls who
graduated from the
Faculty of Fine Arts.
She says that in the
past she used to get
a lot of commissions
for face painting
through her personal
gallery and had a fair
source of income,
but now she is not

allowed to do it in her
gallery.

"Except for landscape
and some other
subjects, we are not
allowed to paint
faces. In the past, our
gallery grew mostly
due to face painting
and we had an
acceptable income,
but now that our work
is banned, our
income is much less
than before, and
sometimes | paint
some face orders
personally at home.",
Asma said.

Marzia Mohmand is a
girl who is learning
this art in one of the
painting courses after
the closure of girls'
schools in order to
escape from forced
living athome.

She says: "l have

been coming here for
a year and learning
painting, but
unfortunately, due to
restrictions, we are
not taught to draw
faces, while face
painting is a popular
and important style in
the art of painting.”

A number of painting
course trainers say
that many students
come to them to learn
face painting, but due
to the restrictions
imposed by the
Taliban on face
painting, they have
had to remove this
style of painting from
their training list.

In one of the painting
courses, trainer
Fatima Ahmadi says
that there are many
people interested in
face painting, but in

official places it is not
legally allowed to
draw faces or teach it,
and due to the
circumstances, we
had to remove this
style of work from our
painting.

This is despite the fact
that during the last two
years, many
restrictions have been
imposed on women
and girls in
Afghanistan. A large
number of them were
deprived of the right to
education, some were
forced to stay at home
and lost their duties. In
terms of imposing
restrictions on
painting art training
centers, drawing
faces is prohibited and
they can only deal with
subjects such as
landscape as well.

The United Nations
Security Council held
a meeting on
Afghanistan, hosted
by Switzerland and
supported by the
United Arab Emirates
and Japan, while the
details of the meeting
have not been
shared with the
media.

This meeting was
held behind closed
doors by the United
Nations Security
Council on Monday,
December 12, under
the title "Women's
Perspective on
Afghanistan".
Fawzia Kofi, a former
member of the
Afghan Parliament,

Asila Wardak, a

former diplomat, and
Yalda Royan, a
human rights activist,
attended the meeting
on behalf of Afghan
women activists.

Women activists
demanded the
presence and active
role of women in the
United Nations
meetings and asked
the international
community not to
make decisions
about women without
the presence of
Afghan women.

"In this meeting, we
shared all the
concerns, the bad
situation of women
and political-civil

groups in
Afghanistan.",
Fawzia Kofi said.

Regarding the
features of the
s p e c i al
representative
chosen by the
United Nations, Asila
Wardak said: "The
person who is
chosen as a special
representative must
be someone who
has a history of
human rights,
gender issues, and
women'sissues."

Further, Yalda
Royan said:
"Interaction with the
Taliban should not
take place without
preconditions and

certain benchmarks
should be
determined for
interaction with the
Taliban, which can be
such as removing all
restrictions on
women, releasing
female protesters,
human rights
activists, and
journalists, who are
imprisoned by the
Taliban."
Meanwhile, in
Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan, Afghan
women are deprived
of their most basic
rights and under the
rule of this group,
they assess their
present and future as
dark.
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