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Weekly News

Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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Female Journalists:

The banning photography in Kandahar is a regressive civil setback

A group of female journalists,
in response to the order of
banning photography by the
Taliban governor in
Kandahar, denounced it as a
setback for civil liberties and a
serious blow to press freedom
and freedom of speech. The
group of female journalists in
a press release issued on
Tuesday, February 20, and
shared a copy of it with the
Afghanistan Women's News
Agency, stated that the order
of the Taliban governor in
Kandahar is profoundly
regressive and in violation of
all principles of human rights
and freedom of speech.

"Such restrictions lead to
increased self-censorship,
further limitations on freedom
of speech, and reduced
media access to information.
This uncivilized act results in
severe restrictions on the
media and journalists,

weakening the role of the
media in providing accurate
information and conveying
news correctly to the public.”
According to these female
journalists, the ban on
women's photography is being
enforced at a time when
women in Afghanistan are
deprived of basic rights such
as the right to education, work,
sightseeing, travel, and other
political, cultural, social, and
economic rights.

“We, the female journalists of
Afghanistan, unequivocally
condemn this decision and
urge the United Nations to
exert pressure on the Taliban
to immediately revoke this
ban."

These female journalists in
Afghanistan called on the
United Nations to cancel this
order and stressed support for
the rights of journalists and
media.

Human Rights Watch: Reduction in Access to Healthcare Services
for Millions of Afghans, Especially Women, in Afghanistan

Human Rights Watch
has stated in a report
that the reduction in
financial support from
aid agencies and the
difficult economic
situation in
Afghanistan after
August 2021 has
reduced the access of
millions of Afghans,
especially women, to
essential services,
including healthcare.

Meanwhile, some
residents of Badghis
province who have
visited the Herat
Regional Hospital for
treatment have
complained about the
lack of access to
necessary healthcare
services in their

areas.
Zahra, one of the
patients who came to
the Herat Regional
Hospital for her back
surgery from Badghis
province, complains
about the lack of
adequate facilities in
the health centers of
their province.

She says, "In our
province, health
centers do not have
many facilities, and
even doctors cannot
diagnose and treat
our illness properly. |
had a tumor in my
back that needed to
be operated on. | had
to travel a long way
with my sister and
brother and incurred

high expenses to
have the surgery
done here. If our area
had these facilities,
we wouldn't have
beensolost."

The lack of
healthcare facilities,

shortage of female

doctors, long
distances, and high

do not have access to
necessary healthcare
services in their
areas.

Raihan, another
patient who has come
to Herat city from the
Pashtun Zarghun
village with her
husband for
treatment, says, "We
have been at the
Hozawi Hospital in
Herat for a week, and
because | am
pregnant, | was
having trouble. The
doctors in our district
could not understand

expenses for what the problem of

treatment are among
the major problems
faced by patients and
their caregivers who

our patient was, so we
came to the city, and
we didn't know
anyone there. All our

relatives are in
Pashtun Zarghun. At
night, when we stay at
the hotel, it becomes
very expensive for
us." Considering that
Afghan citizens have
always faced
challenges in
accessing healthcare
services, a recent
report by Human
Rights Watch (HRW)
also indicates that
after August 2021 and
the reduction in
financial and
developmental
support, the
healthcare system of
Afghanistan has been
severely affected and
has made millions of
Afghans vulnerable.
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