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Weekly News

Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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The new academic year
of 1403 in Afghanistan
begins as three years
have passed since the
closure of girls' schools to
students above the sixth
grade. The United
Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) has stated that
the start of the new
academic year without
the presence of female
students is concerning,
and the organization has
called on the Taliban to
immediately reopen
schools and universities
for girls.

UNAMA, on Wednesday,
March 20, through a
message on its X page,
wrote that the prohibition
of educating girls beyond
the sixth grade is
unjustifiable and harmful,
further stating: "It has

UNAMA: "Prohibition of educating girls beyond

the sixth grade is unjustifiable and harmful”

been over 900 days since
girls over the age of 12
have been prevented from
attending schools and
universities."

This comes as over 900
days have passed since
the closure of girls' schools
to students above the sixth
grade in the country. Some
of these students hoped
that with the arrival of the
new academic year, the
doors of schools would
also open to them, but the
Taliban did not allow it.

In addition to the students,
their families have always
demanded the reopening
of girls' schools, but
despite strong emphasis
from international
organizations and the
majority of the Afghan
people, the doors of
schools and universities
remain closed to girls.

With the arrival of Ramadan,

female heads of households experience economic difficulties

Some women who are
heads of their families
say that with the
arrival of the month of
Ramadan month,
their economic
difficulties have
intensified due to the
lack of income
sources and
unemployment,
making it challenging
for them to meet their
families' needs.

One such woman is
Marzia, whose
husband tragically
lost his life four years
ago in lran while
working, falling from a
skyscraper. After her
husband's passing,
she took on the
responsibility of her

family and engaged in
selling goods to make
ends meet.

"During Ramadan,
prices always soar,
and we struggle to
even afford dry bread.
Despite my efforts in
selling goods, | cannot
accumulate sufficient
funds to address our
hardships. This
Ramadan, just like in
previous years, our
table remains empty,"
Marzia said.

Zahra, another
woman who
shoulders the
responsibility of her
family, remarks that
with the onset of
Ramadan and the rise
in food prices, her

challenges have
escalated compared
tothe past.

"After my husband
became paralyzed, |
had to start working
myself. Initially, | did
laundry at people's
homes, but now | sell
goods by the roadside

to provide a loaf of
bread for my
children," Zahra said.
The escalation of food
prices during
Ramadan is among
the enduring
challenges in the
country, with the
impoverished

populace particularly
vocal about the price
hikes.Samira, the sole
breadwinner in her
family, has resorted to
tailoring for several
months to support her
family. She finds it
challenging to meet
her family's needs
during Ramadan.

She states, "Our
economic woes are
heightened during
Ramadan as food
prices surge, and we
lack the means to
purchase necessities.
My children are
hungry, my husband
is unemployed, so |
must work to sustain
our household
expenses, leading me

to work as a
seamstress."
Meanwhile, some
shopkeepers mention
that they purchase
food items at higher
wholesale prices and
are compelled to sell
them atinflated rates.
It is noteworthy that in
Islamic countries,
special discounts are
often offered to
customers during
significant occasions
like Eid and
Ramadan. However,
in Afghanistan,
despite the majority of
the population facing
poverty and hardship,
the prices of basic
goods continue to be
raised by sellers.
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